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Personal statement 
 
I have a background in Immunology with more than 20 years of working experience in the broad area 
of immunology of infectious diseases including tuberculosis, HIV and lymphatic filariasis. I have been 
trained in molecular virology and have been involved in basic research on HIV virology and molecular 
biology for the past 10 years. I have gained expertise in several immunological, molecular and 
virological techniques including flow cytometry, neutralization antibody assays, virus culture, real-



time PCR, multiplex PCR, molecular cloning, sequencing, drug resistance genotyping, etc. I have 
undertaken a number of research studies on HIV pathogenesis and immune response to HIV/TB co 
infection and published in peer reviewed journals. I am the Chief Laboratory Liaison for WHO HIV 
Drug Resistance Network activities at NIRT, Supervisor and Co ordinator for activities relating to the 
Virology Quality Assurance Program (NIH) at NIRT, and Laboratory Resource Person for the second 
line ART and Early Infant Diagnosis programs of NACO. I am the Principal Investigator for the ICMR 
Biomedical Informatics Project at NIRT and supervise and co ordinate the activities of the staff 
working in this unit. I have conducted several training workshops in Bioinformatics. I am a recognized 
guide for Ph.D. students registered with the Madras University. 
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Research Support 

Ongoing Research Projects: 
 

1. Early diagnosis of HIV infection in children. 2009 onwards. Funded by NACO. 
 

2. TB-Net project. 2012-2016. Funded by DBT-ICMR. 
 
3. Second Phase of the ICMR-Biomedical Informatics Centres. 2013-2018. Funded through 

ICMR Task Force. 
 
4.  Analysis of protective humoral and cell mediated immunity in HIV vaccinated individuals.  
    2015- 2016. IAVI. 
 
5. Establishment of Biorepository for TB specimens.  2016-2017. Funded by DBT. 
 

 
Completed Research Projects (major projects of last 3 years): 

1. Attenuated HIV/TB Vaccine for India. Funded by NIH.  
 

2. First Phase of the ICMR-Biomedical Informatics Centers. Funded through ICMR Task Force. 
 
3. Structure-based rational design and synthesis of inhibitors for various enzymes of HIV. 2012 – 

2015. Funded by DBT-ICMR. 
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