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publication.   

Fig. 24:  An 80-column punched card of the type most widely used in the 20th 
× 3 

Leprosy Prevention Trial: Leprosy component was added to the then ongoing BCG 

trial in 1973, five years after the inception of this trial.  The entire existing inhabitants in 

the BCG trial area were covered for leprosy surveys; five consecutive surveys at 2.5 

years of intervals were undertaken, which also includes baseline survey.   

Data conversion of Leprosy Prevention Trial from the 80 column format to Microsoft 

Access format is under progress.   
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3. Nutritional Supplement for adults with PTB on a re-treatment regimen in 
Vellore District, Tamil Nadu 

Date: December 21, 2016 

Under nutrition is both an important risk factor for, and a common consequence 
of TB. It is associated with longer time to sputum conversion, higher risk of liver toxicity, 
malabsorption of drugs, TB recurrence, drug resistance and also death. A large study of 
pulmonary TB patients from rural India showed that 80% of women and 67% of male 
had moderate to severe under nutrition. We propose to give nutritional supplement to 
1000 PTB patients on a re-treatment regimen in the 7 TUs of Vellore district of Tamil 
Nadu, for a period of eight months. The supplement will consists of finely ground mixture 
of millets and nuts. This initiative supported by Janssen, pharmaceutical division of 
Johnson & Johnson Pvt. Ltd. was launched by the Director-In-Charge of NIRT, Dr. 
Srikanth Tripathy, on 21/12/2016. We believe that a larger number of malnourished and 
underweight TB patients receiving a retreatment regimen along with ATT will go on to 
complete their treatment course, resulting in lesser default, higher cure rates, faster 
reconstitution of body weight, better quality of life and will return to work (normal 
functionality) much earlier and then those who receive only ATT. 
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